
Research Approvals for the Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) 

 

A registered Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) is granted multiple entry, multipurpose, life-long 

visa for visiting India, he/she is exempted from registration with Foreign Regional Registration 

Officer or Foreign Registration Officer for any length of stay in India, and is entitled to general 

'parity with Non-Resident Indians in respect of all facilities available to them in economic, 

financial and educational fields except in matters relating to the acquisition of agricultural or 

plantation properties'. However, they require special permission from the Indian government 

to conduct research in India.  

This permission is obtained by applying online through the Online OCI Services portal 

(www.ociservices.gov.in by selecting "research activity" and uploading the required 

documents, which typically include a bonafide certificate from an Indian institution, passport 

and OCI card copies, and a research synopsis.  

Important considerations 

 An OCI card does not automatically entitle you to conduct research. Special 

permission from the Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India is 

mandatory.  

 Ensure you apply online before traveling to India to avoid problems with the 

immigration authorities.  

 The application process may vary depending on your specific situation, so follow 

the instructions on the portal carefully.  

 

Complete application process video: https://youtu.be/qnDaJbiKyis?si=WWjq7UfHJiP2b-

UW 

Step-wise application process: 

Step 1: Visit the OCI Services Portal 

Go to: https://ociservices.gov.in 

 

Step 2: Login / Register 

• Login using your personal details. 

• If you don’t have an account, you may need to register first. 

 

Step 3: Select the “Online Registration” – then “Apply for special permission” 

• Research Activity and read the instructions properly. 
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Step 4: Fill the Online Application Form (Before starting the application keep all the 

documents ready) 

• Enter personal details (name, OCI number, passport number, contact info). 

• Provide details of the activity: 

o Name of organization/institution (if research or internship) 

o Location and duration of the activity 

o Purpose of visit 

 

Step 5: Upload Documents 

• Ensure all documents are clear, legible, and in the specified format (usually PDF). 

      

 

Step 6: Submit the Application 

• After reviewing all details, click “Submit”. 

• You will get an acknowledgment receipt / reference number. 

 

Step 7: Track Application 

• Use the reference number to track status online on the same portal. 

• Processing times may vary depending on the activity and competent authority 

involved. 

 

Step 8: Receive Approval 

• Once approved, you may download the permission letter/receive email from MHA. 


